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Press release no. 3  

 

 Berlin, 28.01.2014 

 

Severe blow to China’s developing judicial system 

BRAK disappointed about lack of fairness in Xu Zhiyong trial 

On 26 January 2014 a court in Beijing sentenced Chinese lawyer and human rights activist Xu 

Zhiyong to four years in prison. He was accused of gathering a crowd to disturb public order. The trial 

was held in camera and the court refused to have witnesses summoned. Xu Zhiyong and his lawyer 

Zhang Quingfang refused to speak during the trial in protest against the unlawful proceedings. When 

Xu attempted to make a final statement, he was cut off by the judge. The public prosecutor requested 

the maximum penalty - five years of imprisonment. 

Police arrested Xu’s defense lawyer on the street, as he was leaving the courthouse and trying to 

answer questions from the press about the trial. Chinese police thus also prevented media coverage 

of the trial’s progress.  

Preceded only by the imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo, Xu Zhiyong is China’s best-

known civil rights advocate. He has been committed to the fight against China’s social problems, 

against corruption and for an independent judicial system for many years.  

The proceedings which were not accessible to the public and the investigative authorities’ measures 

taken against Xu Zhiyong’s defense lawyer are a severe blow to China’s judicial system and constitute 

a step backwards on the new Chinese leadership’s way to reform. „In a country governed by the rule 

of law, a lawyer must have the possibility – a possibility which must be free of any kind of influence - to 

openly report on behalf of the client - also in public - if he is mandated to do so. The trial contradicts 

the government’s anti-corruption campaign which receives great public attention”, BRAK President 

Axel C. Filges comments. “It is in particular this form of political criminal law and state influence on the 

legal profession which are an obstacle to the development towards a state governed by the rule of 

law. We know this situation only too well, looking back into our country’s past, when Germany was 

ruled by totalitarian systems of government.” 

The Bundesrechtsanwaltskammer (The German Federal Bar) is the umbrella organisation of the self-regulation of the German 
Rechtsanwälte. It represents the interests of the 28 German Bars and thus of the entire legal profession in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, which currently consists of approximately 161,000 lawyers, vis-à-vis authorities, courts and organisations at national, European 
and international level. 
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